^v\ 


Urban  District  Council  of  Northwich. 


REPORT 

OP'  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

AND 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  &c., 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st ,  1900. 


NORTHWICH  : 

H.  Bateson  &  Co.,  “Dane  Press,” 
1901. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29921867 


Northwich  Urban  District. 


Bepobt  of  toe  IHedigsl  Offices  of  Eeolth. 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31  st,  1900. 


Population  at  Census,  1891,  14,914- 

Estimated  Population,  at  middle  of  1900, 18,820. 

Area  in  Acres,  i,758- 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living-,  31*5. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  (corrected)  15-8. 

Death  Rate  for  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  *9- 

Deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  Births,  155. 

Population. — This  is  estimated  to  be  18,820,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  289. 

Births.— The  total  number  of  births  is  593,  the  full  par 
ticulars  as  to  sex,  and  the  numbers  during  each  quarter  with 
the  rate  per  thousand  being  set  forth  in  Supplementary  Table 

II. 


It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  this  year’s  birth-rate  of  31*5 
is  6*4  below  the  average  for  the  last  10  years.  Since  1897  a 
rapid  decrease  has  set  in,  each  year’s  rate  being  decidedly  less 
than  its  predecessor.  29  births  are  illegitimate.  These  figures 
will  be  interesting  to  study  in  conjunction  with  the  number  of 
illegitimate  deaths. 
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Deaths. — 308  deaths  have  occurred  within  the  District, 
25  being  in  public  institutions,  and  n  being  persons  not 
belonging  to  this  District  which  being  deducted  and  one  added, 
of  a  person  who  belonged  to  this  District  but  died  elsewhere, 
gives  a  number  of  298  and  a  corrected  death-rate  of  15*8. 

40  were  from  infectious  diseases,  including  diarrhoea  and 
influenza.  13  were  from  phthisis  and  12  from  other  tubercle 
diseases,  the  phthisis  death-rate  being  *69,  and  the  rate  for  the 
other  tubercular  diseases  being  *63.  59  are  from  diseases 

of  the  lungs,  etc.,  other  than  phthisis  and  they  form  by  far  the 
highest  number  of  deaths  from  any  one  class  of  diseases,  the 
rate  per  thousand  being  2-9. 

14  deaths  are  from  cancer  and  malignant  disease,  32  from 
heart  disease  and  24  from  old  age.  Of  deaths  of  infants  under 
5  years  old  126  are  recorded. 

The  old  ages  registered  are  worthy  of  record,  16  deaths 
being  persons  between  70  and  75,  14  between  75  and  80  ;  9 
between  80  and  85,  and  3  between  85  and  90,  while  one  reached 
the  patriarchal  age  of  95. 

Infant  Mortality.—  155  children  die  before  reaching 
one  year  of  age  out  of  every  1,000  born,  which  is  equal  to  30% 
of  all  the  deaths.  Athough  this  is  a  large  per  centage,  this 
year’s  number  of  92  deaths  is  the  lowest  of  any  number  for  10 
years. 

An  analysis  of  these  deaths  show  that  12  deaths  are  due 
to  premature  birth,  that  of  all  the  zymotic  diseases,  whooping 
cough  and  diarrhoea  are  the  ones  which  specially  favour  the 
very  young  ;  5  dying  from  the  former  and  13  from  the  latter. 
5  died  from  tubercular  diseases  and  18  from  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  10  from  convulsions,  and  13  from  maras¬ 
mus. 


Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Children. 


Sex. 

Age. 

March 

f  F 
IM 

6  m’ths 
5  m’ths 

June 

\  F 

11  days 
2  m’ths 

July 

(M 

8  m’ths 

IF 

2  m’ths 

August 

M 

1 5  m’ths 

Sept. 

M 

3  m’ths 

Cause  of  Death. 

Marasmus  . 

do.  . 

Congenital  Syphilis 
Marasmus  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Marasmus . 

Bronchitis . 

Diarrhoea  . 


Occupation  of  Mother. 

Domestic  Servant. 
Domestic  Servant. 

Housekeeper. 

Charwoman. 

Domestic  Servant. 
Domestic  Servant. 

Domestic  Servant. 

No  occupatoin. 
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The  rate  per  thousand  living  is  *42  ;  2*6  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  being  those  of  illegitimate  children  :  the  features  which 
strike  one  on  seeing  the  list  are — [a)  That  all  the  deaths  are 
children  of  a  tender  age.  ( b )  That  nearly  all  the  deaths  are 
due  to  causes  which  are  preventible  by  proper  feeding  and 
general  care  and  (c)  That  most  of  the  mothers  are  in  domestic 
service,  and  the  children  presumably  put  out  to  nurse. 


Zymotic  Deaths. — The  deaths  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  diseases  number  20-  They  include  2  from 
measles,  9  whooping  cough,  2  diphtheria,  and  2  croup  ;  2 
typhoid  fever,  2  puerperal  fever,  and  1  from  erysipelas.  This 
gives  a  rate  of  i*6  per  1,000.  In  addition  to  these,  16  deaths 
were  due  to  diarrhoea  and  4  to  epidemic  influenza. 


Zymotic  Diseases.— The  total  number  of  these 
cases  notified  is  60  and  of  these  9  were  removed  and  treated  in 
the  infectious  diseases  Hospital  ;  5  cases  of  diphtheria,  5  of 
scarlet  fever,  and  one  of  enteric  were  thus  dealt  with.  There 
were  no  fatalities.  The  number  of  each  disease  is  readily  seen 
in  Table  III. 

The  town  has  kept  fairly  free  from  epidemics  during  this 
year.  Whooping  cough  has  been  prevalent  as  shewn  by  the 
ocurrence  of  9  deaths  from  this  cause,  but  the  full  extent  of  the 
epidemic  is  quite  unobtainable.  Measles  was  rife  in  the  early 
summer,  but  the  holidays  came  on  at  the  right  time  and  the 
schools  were  disinfected.  On  the  resumption  of  school  duties, 
the  epidemic  was  found  to  be  practically  gone.  2  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  were  discovered  in  the  scaling  stage  and  were  roaming 
about  at  large ;  they  were  at  once  removed  to  Hospital. 


Isolation  Hospital.— There  is  no  alteration  in  the 

state  of  this  structure  since  last  year.  The  whole  subject 
seems  to  be  hanging  on  the  decision  of  the  County  Council,  as 
to  what  district  shall  combine  to  form  a  joint  Hospital. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  something  definite  will  shortly  be  done 
as  the  present  Hospital  is  quite  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
district. 

Water  Supply. — The  whole  town  is  supplied  on  the 
constant  service  system  from  the  Cote-Brook  Water  Works — 
a  supply  of  great  purity.  There  is  need  for  more  storage  room, 
for  the  wants  of  the  Town,  and  the  construction  of  an  additional 
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reservoir  is  under  consideration.  The  old  supply  from  Wade- 
Brook  is  used  only  for  flushing  sewers  and  watering  streets. 

Sewerage. — The  present  condition  of  the  town  sewer¬ 
age  is  hopelessly  bad.  Before  the  end  of  1901,  the  Outfall 
Works  at  Winnington  ought  to  be  completed  as  they  are  half 
done  already.  The  laying  of  the  Sewers  in  the  Castle  District 
will  then  begin,  and  it  is  necessary  that  all  haste  should  be 
made  as  the  need  for  proper  drainage  is  pressing.  The  lower 
part  of  the  town  proper,  is  also  receiving  consideration,  and  an 
eminent  engineer  has  been  consulted,  in  reference  to  the  best 
plan  for  dealing  with  the  sewerage  ;  a  very  difficult  question  to 
settle  owing  to  the  perpetual  subsidence  going  on. 

The  completion  of  these  schemes  will  remedy  the  present 
inefficient  condition  of  matters  and  clear  away  one  of  the  worst 
features  of  the  Town. 

Removal  of  Refuse. — Here  again  is  a  matter 

which  needs  more  energetic  treatment.  The  scavengers  have 
long  distances  to  cart  all  refuse  to  any  reasonably  remote  place 
for  tipping,  and  as  a  result  they  take  as  little  as  possible,  and  tip 
it  anywhere  they  can  during  the  night ;  great  nuisances  being 
caused  in  this  way.  There  ought  to  be  a  destructor,  and 
until  this  is  got  all  contracts  for  removal  should  have  the  place 
of  deposit  specified  and  adhered  to.  As  it  is,  many  hollows 
get  levelled  up  with  house  refuse  and  ashes,  and  in  time  it 
often  happens  that  houses  get  built  upon  this  made  land  :  a 
dangerous  and  improper  practice. 

The  substitution  of  water  closets  for  pails  should  be 
made  wherever  practicable. 

Smaller  ashpits  should  be  provided  and  more  frequent 
emptying  practised.  A  daily  visit  would  cost  no  more  than  a 
monthly  one,  if  proper  receptacles  were  provided. 

Condition  of  Streets. — The  paving  and  draining 
of  streets  is  a  matter  which  should  be  pushed  on.  The  present 
condition  of  many  streets  and  back  passages — if  the  existing 
quagmires  can  be  dignified  by  such  a  name — is  a  serious 
nusiance  and  lowers  the  sanitary  tone  of  the  district  to  a 
dangerous  extent.  The  cleansing  of  the  streets  also  is  a  matter 
needing  urgent  improvement ;  the  narrow  streets  of  a  water¬ 
logged  district  giving  all  the  requirements  for  a  dirty  and  un¬ 
healthy  condition. 
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Houses  unfit  for  Habitation.— There  is  much 
property  of  a  very  inferior  class  in  this  district.  Back-to-back 
houses  exist  in  many  places  ;  owing  to  subsidence,  general  de- 
lapidation  is  very  frequent.  Another  grave  want  is  more  W.C. 
accomodation  as  there  are  many  places  where  2  or  3  or  even 
more  houses  are  served  by  one  W.C.  Many  of  the  old  courts 
are  deficient  in  air-space  and  ventilation. 

4 

There  have  been  10  houses  condemned. 

Inspection  has  been  carried  out  periodically,  and  as  a 
result,  many  nuisances  have  been  discovered  ;  deposits  of  offal, 
manure,  and  other  rubbish  condemned  and  removed  :  poultry 
and  pigs  kept  under  such  conditions  as  to  be  a  nuisance  have 
been  suppressed.  Many  cesspools  and  ashpits  condemned  and 
improved  or  reconstructed.  Two  cases  of  over-crowding  work¬ 
shops  rectified ;  cleansing  and  white-washing  of  slaughter 
houses  and  bake-houses  ordered.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
discovered  which  were  at  large  in  the  district,  untrapped  and 
insufficient  drains  dealt  with  and  many  more  nuisances  abated. 


HENRY  EDWARD  GOUGH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox . 

Measles . 

Scarlet  fever . 

Whooping-cough . 

Diphtheria  and  mem-| 


branous  croup . j 

Croup  . 

(  TvdIius 

2 

•  •  « 

Fever  ]  Enteric . 

(Other  continued  ... 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

Cholera 

2 

4 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  . 

16 

13 

Enteritis  . 

6 

3 

Puerperal  fever  . 

2 

. . . 

Erysipelas . 

1 

*  ♦  • 

Other  septic  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Phthisis  . 

13 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

12 

5 

Cancer,  malignant  disease. 

H 

*  .  • 

Bronchitis . 

33 

*3 

Pneumonia  . 

13 

4 

Pleurisy  . 

2 

•  •  • 

Other  diseases  of  Res-] 

8 

1 

piratory  organs . j 

Alcoholism  . ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  . f 

2 

. . . 

Venereal  diseases  . 

2 

2 

Premature  birth  . 

12 

12 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
Parturition  . 

1 

•  •  • 

Heart  diseases . 

31 

1 

Accidents . 

6 

•  •  . 

Suicides  . 

Convulsions . 

H 

10 

Marasmus  . 

I4 

13 

Old  Age  . 

22 

All  other  causes  . 

53 

10 

All  causes . 
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Deaths  in  whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 
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Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  I.— DEATHS. 


U.  District. 

Workhouse 

Infirmary. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Totals. 

Rate  per 
Thousand. 

ist  Quarter  . 

82 

IO 

2 

94 

18-9 

2nd  ,,  . 

57 

8 

I 

•  •  . 

66 

14-0 

3rd  „  . 

74 

6 

I 

I 

82 

17-4 

4th  »  . 

60 

4 

2 

66 

14-0 

For  whole  year 

273 

28 

6 

I 

308 

16-3* 

^Corrected. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  II.— BIRTHS. 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals  for 
Quarters. 

Rate  per 
Thousand. 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Birth. 

i  st  Quarter . 

71 

62 

I33 

28-2 

2  Both  F. 

2nd  ,, 

81 

79 

160 

34'° 

10 — 6  M.,  4  F. 

3rd 

70 

84 

J54 

327 

11 — 7  M.,  4  F. 

4th 

79 

67 

146 

3x‘o 

6 — 4  M.,  2  F. 

For  whole  year 

301 

292 

593 

3r5 

29 — 17  M.,  12  F. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate. — i’5« 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  III. 

Shewing  Births ,  Deaths ,  Birth  and  Death  Rates ,  compared  with 
A  ver  ages  for  last  ten  years;  also  Deaths  in  Old  Age  and  Infancy ,  fori  goo. 


Total. 

Birth-Rate. 

Death-Rate. 

Deaths. 

Percentage  to 
Total  Deaths 
of  Deaths. 

Births- 

Births. 

Illegitimates. 

Deaths. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Average. 

1900 

Illegitimate. 

General. 

Zymotic. 

■ - ■  1 

Illegitimate. 

At  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Under  1  year. 

Of  Illegitimate 
Children. 

At  65  years  and 
upwards. 

Under  1  year. 

Of  Illegitimate 
Children. 

Average. 

1900 

Average. 

1900 

593 

29 

298 

20 

37-9 

3i-5 

i-5 

20-5 

16-3 

2'I 

i-6 

•42 

66 

92 

8 

22 

30 

2-16 

12 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

is£  January  1901. 


The  Annual  Report  for  1900  which  I  have  pleasure  in 
submitting  to  you,  shows  a  good  amount  of  Sanitary  Work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

On  entering  1900,  it  was  my  pleasing  duty  to  report  the 
town  clear  from  notifiable  infectious  disease. 

Again  I  have  that  pleasure,  it  is  very  gratifying  that  there 
is  no  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  the  council’s  district,  so  we 
again  enter  another  year  with  a  clear  Bill  of  Health. 

The  Scavenging  each  year  is  becoming  more  difficult  to 
carry  out  as  the  tips  for  ashes  and  refuse  are  very  bad  to  get. 
Some  steps  should  be  taken  as  soon  as  possible  to  deal  with 
this  matter. 

The  most  satisfactory  way  to  deal  with  excrement  is  to  have 
asmanyW.C’s.  fixed  and  fitted  as  possible.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is 
the  only  Sanitary  way  to  deal  with  the  discharge  from  closets  ; 
it  will  cause  a  lot  more  work  at  the  Sewerage  Outfall  Works, 
but  this  must  be  dealt  with  as  the  benefit  to  the  health  of  the 
town  would  far  over  balance  the  extra  expense,  if  any  should 
arise. 

At  the  same  time,  it  would  do  away  with  the  sanitary  pail 
that  will,  in  future,  cost  the  town  a  large  sum  per  annum  to 
maintain. 

During  the  past  year,  I  have  supplied  property  owners 
with  165  of  the  standard  pails.  Some  of  these  have  been  for 
new  closets,  but  the  most  have  been  used  to  take  the  place  of 
old  cesspools  that  are  now  done  away  with. 
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600  Notices  have  been  served  on  the  contractors  for  the 
removal  of  the  House  refuse,  the  notices  are  being  much  better 
attended  to.  Very  seldom  have  I  to  call  a  second  time  before 
the  work  is  done.  39  special  notices  have  been  served,  the  last 
in  October.  Since  then  the  Scavenging  has  been  carried  out 
very  much  better,  and  fewer  notices  required. 

I  have  served  154  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisance. 
The  most  of  these  have  been  carried  out.  This  is  a  large 
increase  over  last  year,  when  there  were  73  notices  served. 


Fourteen  lengths  of  house  drains  have  been  opened,  cleaned, 
and  relaid.  Several  lengths  of  main  sewers  have  been  opened 
and  cleared. 

The  whole  of  the  sewers  and  manholes  in  the  Council’s 
District  have  been  cleansed  and  flushed  periodically  during  the 
year. 


Seventy-eight  old  cesspools  have  been  filled  up  and  pails 
substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Fifteen  W.C’s.  have  been  fixed  in  place  of  old  leaky  cess¬ 
pools,  these  were  cesspools  and  ashpits  combined,  one  of  the 
most  filthy  systems  that  can  exist  ;  they  should  be  done  away 
with  at  once. 

Ten  new  ashpits  have  been  constructed  where  none  existed 
before,  and  a  large  number  of  ashbins,  where  old  bacon  boxes 
did  duty  for  ash  boxes. 

Sixteen  filthy  premises  have  been  under  my  supervision 
during  the  year,  one  of  these  I  had  to  give  evidence  against, 
before  the  magistrates,  when  the  defendant  got  three  months. 

Two  are  still  on  my  books  and  will  come  up  again. 

Over-crowding  has  been  dealt  with  on  five  premises,  these 
were  abated  without  any  legal  notices  being  served. 

Seven  cases  of  faulty  eves  gutters  have  been  dealt  with, 
and  new  eves  gutters  fixed  to  eighteen  houses. 

Four  ventilators  have  been  fixed  to  main  sewers  and 
covers  placed  over  lamp  eyes  and  manholes. 


I  have  received  forty  six  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
as  follows  : — Scarletina,  20  ;  Diphtheria,  10  ;  Typhoid,  8  ; 
Puerperal,  4 ;  and  Erysipelas,  4.  This  is  one  less  than  last 
year.  Nine  of  these  cases  have  been  treated  in  the  infectious 
diseases  Hospital  at  a  total  cost  of  £Ti8  ns.  yd.  This  includes 
coal,  nursing,  and  using  utensils. 

The  cost  is  less  per  patient  than  any  previous  year,  as  it 
gives  ^*13  3s.  iod.  per  patient. 

During  the  year,  new  ventilators  have  been  fixed  in  the 
Hospital  ward.  This  is  a  great  improvement,  and  only  gas  is 
wanted  to  complete  the  wards.  This  I  hope  to  see  in,  during  the 
coming  year. 

A  small  furnace  would  be  a  great  assistance  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  destroying  the  excreta. 

Daries,  cow  sheds,  slaughter  houses,  and  a  lodging  house 
have  been  visited  periodically  during  the  year.  Twice  I  have 
had  to  complain  of  the  dirty  state  of  one  of  the  lodging  houses, 
notice  of  which  was  given  to  the  owner.  This  has  checked 
the  filth  for  the  time  being.  I  have  made  periodic  Inspections 
of  the  market  shops,  etc.  No  cases  under  the  Food  and  Drug 
Act  have  come  under  my  notice  during  the  year. 

The  Rivers  within  the  Council’s  District  have  been 
visited  periodically  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  Inspec¬ 
ting  the  Canal  Boats  plying  thereon.  But  each  boat  is  now 
registered  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  therefore  does  not 
come  under  our  jurisdiction.  This  I  have  reported  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  each  month. 

Factories  and  workshops  have  been  inspected,  and  two 
called  upon  to  lime-wash  and  otherwise  cleanse  their  premises. 
This  has  been  notified  to  the  Government  Inspector. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  during  the  year. 

CHAS.  POTTS, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


